
 
 
 
 

 

Rush-Henrietta Central School District  
Henry V. Burger Junior High School 
639 Erie Station Road 
West Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

Burger Junior High School 
 

 Important Contact Information 
  
Mr. Lane, Principal           359-5308 
  
Mrs. Alley, Assistant Principal           359-5314 
 
Mr. Nuñez, Assistant Principal           359-5309 
 
Attendance Line        359-5301 
  
Main Office         359-5300 
 
Health Office         359-5313 
 
Counseling Center        359-5320 
   
Burger Parent Group        444-0055 or  
rveneziano@gmail.com  
 
District Administration       359-5000 
   

Please call the attendance line when your child 
will be absent or late from school.   

 
For daily announcements and activity updates,  
please visit our Burger community website at  

wwww.rhnet.org/burger. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
  

Jan. 1 - 3     School Closed – December Recess 
  
Jan. 6   School Reopens 
 
Jan. 10  Pool Party (All Grades),  

7:15 – 9:15 p.m. at Senior High School 
 
Jan. 13 Parent Group Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Jan. 20 School Closed -  
  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
Jan. 24 School Closed - Grading Day 
                   2nd Qtr. Marking Period Ends 
 
Jan. 28  Student Council Fundraiser 
  *Through February 28 
 
Jan. 31 Cookies & Cocoa Winter Fun Night 
  7 – 9 p.m. 

2020 Newsletter 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goodbye 2019 and Hello 2020, 
 
Saying the year 2020 has a certain ring to it - it rolls right off the tongue. I can see it perfectly – 
2020 is going to be a great year.   
 
Before we jump into the new year, I’d like to thank our students and their families who embraced 
the holiday spirit last month! Your generosity to share your good fortune with others makes such 
a difference to people in our community. We had a generous response of folks who donated 
gloves, coats, hats, and scarves to our Giving Tree. Special thanks to our Star Club members who 
helped keep the holiday season alive and well. The club organized our annual toy drive for 
preschool students and collected gift cards for families staying at local Ronald McDonald 
houses. What a great community we have around us here at Burger. 
 
This month we will begin the process of planning for the 2020-2021 school year. This means all 
of our students will be selecting their courses of study for next year. These are important 
decisions for them to make as they impact staffing and help us determine what classes we offer 
and how many sections of each course we will run next year. I have included the link to the 
Secondary Program Course Guide for you to partner with us and your student(s) in helping our 
students identify and select the right courses for them. If you should have any questions about 
our course offerings, student’s graduation requirements, or anything else related to your student’s 
schedule for next year, please contact your grade level counselor at 585-359-5320. 
 
Secondary Program Course Guide 
 
I would be remiss if I did not take a moment to recognize our wonderful winter concert season. It 
was amazing to see the high level of musicianship our students have soared to this year. Thanks 
to Mrs. Dains-Smith, Mr. Jones, Ms. Rubin, Mrs. Rolland, Mrs. Klempka, and Mr.Walck for all 
of their hard work and dedication. 
 
Wishing you happiness, good health, and prosperity all year long! 
 
Greg Lane 
Principal 

https://www.rhnet.org/Page/24111


Burger Team of Professionals 
 

Principal     Greg Lane    glane@rhnet.org 
Assistant Principal   Alicia Alley    aalley@rhnet.org 
Assistant Principal   James Nuñez   jnunez@rhnet.org 
Counselors     Lisa Hawkes, Grade 7  lhawkes@rhnet.org 

Chad Weisensel, Grade 8  cweisensel@rhnet.org 
Mike Neary, Grade 9  mneary@rhnet.org 

School Nurse    Sonia Witzel   switzel@rhnet.org 
School Psychologist   Julie Sullivan   jsullivan@rhnet.org 
Social Workers    Tricia Kilbourn   tkilbourn@rhnet.org 

Sharon Maysick   smaysick@rhnet.org 
 

ELA 
Marice Bennett (ELA 7) – mbennett@rhnet.org 

Rachel Fisken (ELA 8)- rfisken@rhnet.org 
Doug Forken (ELA 9) – dforken@rhnet.org 
Sarah Lesser (ELA 9) – slesser@rhnet.og 

Gina Petschke (ELA 8) – gpetschke@rhnet.org 
Jessica Prinzing (ELA 7) – jprinzing@rhnet.org 

 
MATH 

Kathaleen Bitter (Algebra/Math 8) – kbitter@rhnet.org 
Michael Burke (AIS/Algebra/Geometry) – mburke@rhnet.org 

Kevin Coe (Math 7) – kcoe@rhnet.org 
Jake Falci (Algebra) – jfalci@rhnet.org 

Betsy Spanagel (AIS) – bspanagel@rhnet.org 
Karyn Stockmaster (Math 7) – kstockmaster@rhnet.org 

Gretchen Traugott (High School Prep/Math 8) – gtraugott@rhnet.org 
Mary Woodfield (AIS) – mwoodfield@rhnet.org 

 
SCIENCE 

Stacy Bement (Science 7) – sbement@rhnet.org 
Keith Butler (Earth Science) – kbutler@rhnet.org 

Monica Carmichael (Prin. of Bio. Med./Biology) – mcarmichael@rhnet.org 
Michelle Curtin (Biology) – mcurtin@rhnet.org 
Christian Dietz (Biology) – cdietz@rhnet.org 
Terri Miron (Science 7) – tmiron@rhnet.org 

Christopher White (Earth Science) – cwhite@rhnet.org 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Dave Baumgartner (Social Studies 8) – dbaumgartner@rhnet.org 

Suzanne Blue (Social Studies 7) – sblue@rhnet.org 
Aria Goodberlet (Social Studies 8) – agoodberlet@rhnet.org 

Elizabeth Loftus (Global/World History Pre-AP) – eloftus@rhnet.org 
Michael Patterson (Global) – mpatterson@rhnet.org 
Jenaye Tyno (Social Studies 7) – jtyno@rhnet.org 
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Art 
JoLyn Donlon – jkdonlon@rhnet.org 
Julie Flisnik – jflisnik@rhnet.org 
John Newman – jnewman@rhnet.org 
Peter Remenicky – premenicky@rhnet.org 
 
Business 
Jon DelVecchio – jdelvecchio@rhnet.org 
John Socha – jsocha@rhnet.org 
 
Cafeteria  
Maureen Giroux – mgiroux@rhnet.org 
 
Custodian 
Tom DeMersman – tdemersman@rhnet.org 
 
ELA Coach 
Ivan Spanagel – ispanagel@rhnet.org 
 
ELL 
Leda Gibbs – lgibbs@rhnet.org 
Judy Hager – jhager@rhnet.org 
 
Health 
Christopher McDonald – cmcdonald@rhnet.org 
Jodi McNamara – jmcnamara@rhnet.org 
 
Home & Careers 
Peg Gardner – pgardner@rhnet.org 
Heather McAllister – hmcallister@rhnet.org 
 
Library 
Laura Reed – lreed@rhnet.org 
 
Life Skills 
Kelly Flaitz – kflaitz@rhnet.org 
Jennifer Markham – jmarkham@rhnet.org 
 
Literacy Specialists 
Jennifer Bosco – jbosco@rhnet.org 
Amy Warner – awarner@rhnet.org 
Nancy Yochum – nyochum@rhnet.org 
 
 
 
 
 

LOTE 
Holly Carges – Spanish – hgiacalone@rhnet.org 
Kristen Guthrie – Spanish – kguthrie@rhnet.org 
Colleen Jones-Bingham – ASL – cjonesbingham@rhnet.org 
Thomas Ohl – ASL – tohl@rhnet.org 
Elizabeth Snyder – German – esnyder@rhnet.org 
Nicole Sprague – French – nsprague@rhnet.org 
 
Math Coach 
Kim Glanton – kglanton@rhnet.org. 
 
Music 
Geoff Jones – Instrumental – gjones@rhnet.org 
Emily Klempka – Vocal – eklempka@rhnet.org 
Kate Rolland – Instrumental – krolland@rhnet.org 
Lauren Rubin – Instrumental– lrubin@rhnet.org 
Allison Smith – Vocal – adainssmith@rhnet.org 
 
Occupational Therapy 
Megan Cornman − mcornman@rhnet.org 
 
Physical Education 
Jeffrey Hydock – jhydock@rhnet.org 
Kim Swaisgood – kswaisgood@rhnet.org 
Larry Swan – lswan@rhnet.org 
 
Special Education 
Megan Anthony – manthony@rhnet.org 
Jillian Charcholla – jcharcholla@rhnet.org 
Michael Hohman – mhohman@rhnet.org 
Crystal Laughlin – claughlin@rhnet.org 
Natalie Matteson – nmatteson@rhnet.org 
Amanda Richards − arichards@rhnet.org 
 
Speech 
Caitlin Magiera – cmagiera@rhnet.org 
Heather Trinchini – htrinchini@rhnet.org 
 
Technology 
Will Davis – wdavis@rhnet.org 
Steve Jones – sjones@rhnet.org 
Charlie Meyer – cmeyer@rhnet.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Encore Teachers 
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News From the Health Office 

 
At this time of year it is a good idea to talk to 
children about cold weather safety.  Extra care 
is needed, especially in younger children, to 
prevent hypothermia and frostbite.   
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, hypothermia is caused by prolonged exposure to very cold temperatures.  Signs and 
symptoms of hypothermia include the following: 

• Shivering 
• Exhaustion or feeling very tired 
• Confusion 
• Fumbling hands 
• Memory loss 
• Slurred speech 
• Drowsiness 

Frostbite is a type of injury caused by freezing.  Frostbite 
leads to loss of feeling and color in the areas affected.  
Usually the outer extremities, such as the nose, ears, 
cheeks, chin, fingers, and toes are affected by frostbite.  If 
you notice any redness or pain in any area on your skin, 
you should get out of the cold as frostbite may be beginning.  Signs and symptoms of frostbite 
include the following: 

• A white or grayish-yellow skin area 
• Skin that feels unusually firm or waxy 
• Numbness 

It is important to develop an emergency plan and teach your children your emergency plan in 
case you are not home before the bus comes to pick them up. If a bus is delayed, your child 
needs to know where, when, and how to get help if they think they are waiting outside for a bus 
longer than they should. 

 
Teach your child about your cold weather plan.  Be sure they know:  

• When to ask for help.  
• Where to find safe shelter in an emergency.  
• How to protect themselves with proper winter clothing and an understanding of danger 

signs.  
 
Stay warm and safe.  Happy winter! 
 
Sonia Anselmo-Witzel PhD, RN, SNT 

 



Burger 8th Grade Washington, D.C. 2020 Trip 

Important Trip Information & Dates

Tuesday, May 19 – Thursday, May 21, 2020 
 Cost of Trip approximately $500.  Students will need to bring $40

(approximately) for two lunches & one dinner.

 Ways to offset payments for your student’s trip:
 Burger offers a candy bar fundraiser to offset the cost of the trip starting in 7th grade.
 Candy sales start September 19.  Sales will be ongoing throughout the year.
 First Choice Tour Company is offering a credit card option.
 Payments towards the trip can be accepted with weekly/monthly installments.

 September 30, 2019:  8th grade Washington, D.C. trip informational mailing.

 November 1, 2019: $100 deposit, registration & optional trip insurance due.

 December 2019:  Look for registered student mailing.

 February 7, 2020:  Final payment and forms due to AP Office.

 March 27, 2020:  Medications form due to AP Office (for prescription & OTC).

 April 24, 2020:  Last day for any medications turned into Health Office.

 May 5, 2020, 6:30 p.m.:  Mandatory parent/guardian & student meeting.

If you have any questions regarding Burger’s fundraiser or D.C. trip, 
contact Mrs. Acresti @ 359-5310 or email eacresti@rhnet.org 

(Make checks payable to Burger Junior High School) 

mailto:eacresti@rhnet.org
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B U R G E R  J U N I O R  H I G H  S C H O O L  P R E S E N T S :

T I C K E T S  ( R E S E R V E D  S E A T I N G ) :
$ 1 0 . 0 0  A D U L T S

$ 8 . 0 0 / S T U D E N T S / S E N I O R S

 

T I C K E T S  C A N  B E  P U R C H A S E D  A T

S H O W T I X 4 U . C O M O R A T T H E D O O R

BASED ON THE DREAMWORKS ANIMATION MOTION PICTURE AND THE BOOK BY
WILLIAM STEIG

Book and Lyrics by                   Music by 
David Lindsay-Abaire                Jeanine Tesori

Originally Produced by DreamWorks Theatricals and Neal Street
Productions

 
Original Production by Jason Moore and Rob Ashford 

"I'm a Believer" by Neil Diamond
 

Shrek the Musical JR. is presented through special 
arrangement with and all authorized materials are supplied by Music

Theatre International,
421 West 54th Street, New York, NY  10019

 

Friday, February 7, 2020
Performance at 7:00 pm
Saturday, February 8, 2020
Performance at 1:00 pm



 
 

We l co me  t o  t he  20 19-20  Spe l l in g  Be e  s e a s o n ! 
 

This year we have exciting 
news! RH is once again 
aligned with the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee which 
means the top speller at 
Burger has a chance to go on 
and compete on the national 
stage in Washington, D.C. next 
May. 
 
What does this year's Spelling 
Bee look like? 
 
Students can view study lists and other resources by joining the official  
Burger Jr. High School Spelling Bee Classroom Page with the Code: 4esa9i. 
Our building ORAL SPELLING BEE will be held after school on January 30, 
2020, at Burger in room A-25. 
 
The top three building spellers will each receive a prize, and the overall 
champion will move on to the next level of competition, “The Western New 
York Regional Spelling Competition” in Batavia, NY (specific date in March 
TBA). 
 
For more information, see Mrs. Yochum in room A-25 or email: 
nyochum@rhnet.org. 
 



Thank you to all who decorated  
The Giving Tree 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NJHS Burger Junior High School 
2019 



   
 

Algebra: Jason Buonaugurio, Sujan Dhakal,  
                Hayden Schultz, Kylie Sheehan                

Art: Aryanna Chandler, Mia Lathrop, Keryne Nguyen 
 
ASL: Victoria Rowlands 
 
Applied Music: Hayden Schultz 
 
Applied Technology: Issa Khalid 
 
Band: Alexander Cosgrove, Jacob Hamson, 
           Meghan Hicks 
 
Chorus: Ava Hathaway, Paul Morgan, Keryne Nguyen 
               Bridelle Toumani Ganzeu 
 
Collaborative Design: Andrew Cook 
 
Computer Applications: Ryan LaBombard 
 
Earth Science: Jade Harding, Hayden Hobbs, 
                          Jonas Smith 
 
ELA:  Ella Forty, Ava Hathaway, Gabrielle Hobbs, 
           Elijah Killings, Jackson Koppers, Sydney Orr,  
           Victoria Rowlands, Fletcher Smith 
 
ELL: Ayushma Subba 
 
Entrepreneurship: Emily Monclus 
 
Food & Consumer Sciences: Pasang Tamang 
 
French: Ryan Au, Mariam Barry, Eva Daniels, 
               Mia Favalo, Gabrielle Richards 
 
General Music: Valentina Swanton, Victor Wong   

Geometry: Samuel Adamson 
 
Global History: Valerie Rock 
 
Health: Simrit Kaur 
 
High School Prep Math: Lauren Petrucci 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life Skills: Zhane Johnson 
 
Life Skills Music: Samuel Sharp 
 
Math:  Veronica Brace, Joseph Cassata,  
             Alexander Klotzbach, Jackson Koppers, 
             Maria Marquez, Varinia Turner, Shinjun Wu 
 
Math AIS: James Kilonzo, Abby Leavitt 
 
Music In Our Digital Lives: Heiwot Girma 
                                                Mileena Khavilay 
 
Orchestra: Will Hager, Christopher Suh, 
                    Josie-Lynn Underwood 
 
Physical Education: Hassan Bodlah, Devonne Boland, 
                                   Julia Carter, Berken Subasi 
 
Production Systems: Himanshu Kaushal 
 
Reading: Aiden Harrod, Tyara Johnson,  
                 Bryce Robinson 
 
Science: Elayna Kolmetz, Jamison Mancari, 
               Anna Martini, Danielle Raymond, 
               Elle Reeves, Lucas Trupiano 
              
Social Studies: Megan Alexander, Dakota Batisti,  
                          Zoey Mattice, Evans Peters  
                          Daniel Schmitz, Tanya Tinawong 
                     
Spanish: Liam Gilroy, Avish Gurung,  
                Kaden Johnson, Caira Johnson, 
                Colbi Meisenzahl, Chloe Reukauf, 
                Anthony Silva-Martin, Ayushma Subba,  
                Jessica Sweet, Gavin Taylor 
 
Technology: McKenna Uhl 
 
Teenage Brain: Tanya Tinawong 
 
World History: Akosua Essah 
 

 



DECEMBER TEACHER SHOUT OUTS!!! 
 
 

Ava Bistrovich – I wanted to let you know how impressed I have been with you this year.  You 
work so hard in and out of class and have done amazing this year.  Keep up the great work!  
– Mr. Coe 
 

Devonne Boland –Thank you for being a positive member of our science class.  Since the first 
day you arrived, you had a positive attitude, worked hard in class, and were willing to 
participate.  I am glad you joined Burger Jr. High.  Keep up the great work! – Mrs. Bement 
 

Sofia Casaverde – I wanted to let you know how impressed I am with your work ethic this year.  
You are doing an amazing job in class and are a joy to have in class.  Keep up the outstanding 
work. – Mr. Coe 
 

Joseph Cassata – Joe took day one of a two-day test. Joe let me know at the beginning of the 
week that he would miss Friday’s class.  I am so proud that he took responsibility for his 
learning and suggested that he could finish today in study hall. The BEST part is that he 
followed through and he finished his test. – Mrs. Bitter 
 

Liam Gilroy – I just want to let you know how much I appreciate you and your effort in math! 
Keep it up! – Mrs. Stockmaster 
 

Daylin Martone – I was so proud of how you participated in science class when we read the 
“Incredible Journey of Harriet Hamburger.” The play would not have been the same without 
you. It was great to see you so engaged in class.  Keep up the GREAT work! – Mrs. Bement 
 

Neylah Ortiz – We are so thankful we get to work with you every day.  You are such a positive 
member of our class. You should be so proud of the effort you put forth every day!  
– Mrs. Stockmaster 
 

Cailee Metchick – Thank you for your non-stop hard work this year! You are always on point in 
class and take your studies seriously. To add, you are an awesome role model for your peers too! 
Keep it up! – Miss Prinzing 
 

Emma Rodgers – Emma is such a nice young lady – always down to earth and friendly!! It was a 
pleasure having her on the soccer team. Even though she is not a direct student of mine, I 
always enjoy talking to her around the school. She is one of the good ones! – Coach Hydock 
 

Gavin Taylor - Thank you for being such a leader in our ELA class this year. I can always count 
on you to try your best and help others. You make me very PROUD! Keep up the awesome work! – 
Miss Prinzing 
 
Positive Attributes We Support-Positive Attributes We Support-Positive Attributes We support  



the
YEAR 
LIVES 
HERE!

yearbookforever.com

Burger Junior High School      

 MASCOT
This school year will live forever in the pages of the yearbook. Help your student 
remember friends, classes, fun and more by purchasing a 2020 yearbook for them today!

COST:
$40 through Jan. 14 (BEST VALUE!)
$45 starting Jan. 15

TO PURCHASE:
To use a credit card, debit card or PayPal, go to yearbookforever.com and enter our school name.
For cash or check, bring order form and payment made out to Burger Junior High School to the main 
office.

Student name  Grade 

Address 

Phone   Email 

Number of yearbooks  x $  =  Total cost

DON’T MISS OUT — BUY A YEARBOOK TODAY!

Buy yours now!
YEARBOOKFOREVER.COM

cut here



Burger Middle School 
Parent note for: 

Bus Pass 
(Please have student bring this note to the Main Office during homebase or lunch) 

 
 

Student Name:  __________________________GRADE_____ 
  

Date: ___/___/2020  BUS #__________ 
 
Address where Student will be going:   __________________________________ 
      
Student going home with: ________________________________________ 
       Student name 
 
Parent’s signature:_________________________  
  
Contact phone number: (__ __ __) __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ 
 

A parent note and signature are mandatory for a student to receive a bus pass. 
 

Burger Middle School 
Parent note for: 
Early Dismissal 

(Please have student bring this note to the Main Office during home base.) 
 
 

Student Name:  __________________________GRADE_____  
 

Date: ___/___/2020 
 
  Student will be picked up at:  ________ a.m.  ________ p.m. 
 
  Student will be picked up by: ___________________________ 
 
  Reason for early dismissal: __________________________________ 

 
A parent note and signature are mandatory for a student to receive a bus pass. 

Burger Middle School 
Parent note for: 

Bus Pass 
(Please have student bring this note to the Main Office during homebase or lunch) 

 
 

Student Name:  __________________________GRADE_____ 
  

Date: ___/___/2020  BUS #__________ 
 
   Address where Student will be going:   __________________________________ 
      
   Student going home with: ________________________________________ 
       Student name 
 
   Parent’s signature:_________________________  
  
   Contact phone number: (__ __ __) __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ 
 

A parent note and signature are mandatory for a student to receive a bus pass. 
 
 

Burger Middle School 
Parent note for: 
Early Dismissal 

(Please have student bring this note to the Main Office during home base.) 
 
 

Student Name:  __________________________GRADE_____  
 

Date: ___/___/2020 
 
  Student will be picked up at:  ________ a.m.  ________ p.m. 
 
  Student will be picked up by: ___________________________ 
 
  Reason for early dismissal: __________________________________ 

 
A parent note and signature are mandatory for a student to receive a bus pass. 
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